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Pokemon	has	been	a	global	phenomenon	ever	since	its	initial	release	in	the	late	1990s.	With	its	diverse	cast	of	colorful	creatures,	exciting	battles,	and	immersive	world,	it	has	captivated	the	hearts	of	millions	of	fans	around	the	world.	One	of	the	most	beloved	aspects	of	the	franchise	is	its	trading	card	game,	which	allows	players	to	collect	and	battle
with	their	favorite	Pokemon.Table	Of	ContentsWhile	Pokemon	cards	are	popular	worldwide,	there	has	been	a	long-standing	debate	about	the	value	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	compared	to	their	counterparts	from	other	regions.	Many	collectors	believe	that	Japanese	cards	are	more	valuable	due	to	their	rarity,	unique	designs,	and	higher	print
quality.One	of	the	main	reasons	why	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	considered	more	valuable	is	their	rarity.	In	general,	the	Japanese	card	sets	are	released	earlier	than	the	English	and	other	language	versions,	making	them	more	scarce.	This	scarcity	increases	the	demand	for	Japanese	cards	among	collectors,	driving	up	their	value	in	the	market.In
addition	to	their	rarity,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	often	feature	unique	designs	and	illustrations	that	are	different	from	their	English	counterparts.	These	distinct	designs	appeal	to	collectors	who	are	looking	for	something	different	and	exclusive.	Furthermore,	Japanese	cards	are	known	for	their	higher	print	quality,	with	vibrant	colors	and	sharper
images.	This	attention	to	detail	enhances	the	overall	aesthetic	appeal	of	the	cards,	making	them	more	desirable	among	collectors.In	conclusion,	while	Pokemon	cards	are	cherished	by	fans	all	over	the	world,	there	is	a	widespread	belief	that	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	more	valuable.	The	combination	of	their	rarity,	unique	designs,	and	higher	print
quality	contributes	to	their	appeal	among	collectors.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	collector	or	a	Pokemon	enthusiast,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	definitely	worth	considering	adding	to	your	collection.Why	Japanese	Pokemon	Cards	Are	in	High	Demand	on	the	Gaming	Market1.	Unique	Card	Designs:	One	of	the	reasons	why	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are
highly	valued	by	collectors	is	the	unique	card	designs	they	offer.	Japanese	cards	often	feature	exclusive	artwork	and	illustrations	that	are	not	available	in	other	regions,	making	them	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	who	are	looking	for	something	different	and	rare.	These	unique	designs	make	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	stand	out	from	the	rest	and	add
to	their	overall	value.2.	Limited	Edition	Releases:	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	often	come	in	limited	edition	releases,	which	further	adds	to	their	demand	on	the	gaming	market.	These	limited	edition	releases	can	include	special	promotional	cards,	anniversary	sets,	or	collaboration	sets	with	other	popular	franchises.	Collectors	are	willing	to	pay	a	premium
price	for	these	limited	edition	cards,	as	they	are	considered	rare	and	valuable	additions	to	their	collections.3.	Competitive	Play:	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	highly	sought	after	by	competitive	players	on	the	gaming	market.	The	Japanese	version	of	the	Pokemon	Trading	Card	Game	(TCG)	often	releases	new	expansions	and	sets	before	other	regions,
making	them	the	preferred	choice	for	competitive	players	who	want	access	to	the	most	up-to-date	cards	and	strategies.	This	high	demand	from	competitive	players	drives	up	the	value	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.4.	Cultural	Significance:	Japan	is	the	birthplace	of	Pokemon	and	holds	strong	cultural	significance	to	the	franchise.	Many	Pokemon	fans
around	the	world	hold	a	special	admiration	for	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	as	they	are	seen	as	the	original	and	authentic	versions	of	the	game.	This	cultural	significance	adds	to	the	demand	for	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	and	makes	them	highly	desirable	within	the	gaming	community.5.	Rarity	and	Exclusivity:	Some	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	exclusive
to	certain	events	or	locations,	making	them	even	more	rare	and	valuable.	These	exclusive	cards	can	only	be	obtained	through	attending	specific	tournaments,	purchasing	limited	edition	merchandise,	or	participating	in	special	promotions.	The	rarity	and	exclusivity	of	these	cards	make	them	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	and	enthusiasts
alike.Overall,	the	unique	card	designs,	limited	edition	releases,	competitive	play,	cultural	significance,	and	rarity/exclusivity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	all	contribute	to	their	high	demand	on	the	gaming	market.	Collectors	and	players	alike	value	these	cards	for	their	aesthetic	appeal,	rarity,	and	connection	to	the	franchise’s	roots	in	Japan.Rarity	and
Exclusivity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	CardsJapanese	Pokemon	cards	are	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	and	players	alike	due	to	their	rarity	and	exclusivity.	The	Japanese	versions	of	these	cards	often	possess	unique	features	and	designs	that	make	them	more	desirable	and	valuable	compared	to	their	international	counterparts.One	factor	that	contributes
to	the	rarity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	is	their	limited	availability.	In	Japan,	promotional	events	and	collaborations	with	different	companies	provide	opportunities	for	fans	to	obtain	exclusive	cards	that	are	not	released	in	other	countries.	These	limited	edition	cards	are	highly	coveted	and	can	be	quite	valuable	in	the	collectibles	market.Furthermore,
Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	known	for	their	intricate	and	beautiful	artwork.	Many	of	the	Japanese	sets	feature	alternate	art	or	holofoil	versions	of	popular	Pokemon,	making	them	visually	stunning	and	highly	sought	after	by	collectors.	The	attention	to	detail	and	quality	of	the	artwork	on	these	cards	adds	to	their	overall	appeal	and	collectibility.In
addition	to	their	rarity	and	artwork,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	valued	for	their	unique	gameplay	features.	Some	Japanese	cards	have	different	attacks	or	abilities	compared	to	their	international	counterparts,	which	can	make	them	strategically	advantageous	in	the	competitive	trading	card	game	scene.	This	exclusivity	in	gameplay	mechanics	further
adds	to	their	desirability	among	serious	players.Overall,	the	rarity	and	exclusivity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	make	them	highly	valued	in	the	collectibles	market.	Whether	it’s	for	the	unique	artwork,	limited	edition	releases,	or	distinct	gameplay	mechanics,	collectors	and	players	alike	are	willing	to	pay	a	premium	for	these	Japanese	versions	of	the
beloved	Pokemon	trading	card	game.Cultural	Appeal	and	Unique	Artwork	of	Japanese	Pokemon	CardsOne	of	the	main	reasons	why	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	valued	by	collectors	is	their	cultural	appeal	and	unique	artwork.	Being	the	home	country	of	Pokemon,	Japan	has	a	strong	connection	to	the	franchise,	and	collectors	value	the	original
Japanese	cards	for	their	authenticity	and	cultural	significance.The	artwork	on	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	is	often	different	from	their	English	counterparts,	featuring	vibrant	colors,	intricate	details,	and	a	distinct	art	style.	This	unique	artwork	adds	to	the	appeal	of	Japanese	cards,	as	collectors	appreciate	the	differences	and	enjoy	the	variety	offered	by
these	cards.In	addition	to	the	artwork,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	often	have	exclusive	releases	and	promotional	cards	that	are	highly	sought	after	by	collectors.	These	limited-edition	cards	feature	special	designs,	alternate	artwork,	or	unique	abilities,	making	them	even	more	valuable	and	desirable.Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	also	known	for	their
high-quality	production,	with	premium	cardstock	and	printing	techniques	that	enhance	the	overall	visual	appeal.	Collectors	appreciate	the	attention	to	detail	and	craftsmanship	put	into	these	cards,	making	them	a	preferred	choice	for	serious	collectors.Furthermore,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	often	include	booster	packs	and	sets	that	are	not	available
in	other	regions.	These	exclusive	releases	create	a	sense	of	rarity	and	exclusivity,	enticing	collectors	to	seek	out	Japanese	cards	to	complete	their	collections.In	summary,	the	cultural	appeal	and	unique	artwork	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	make	them	highly	valued	by	collectors.	The	distinct	style,	exclusive	releases,	and	high-quality	production	add	to
their	desirability	and	make	them	stand	out	in	the	Pokemon	card	collecting	community.Read	Also:	Understanding	the	Versatile	Uses	of	DisplayPortCompetitive	Advantage	in	the	Gaming	CommunityGaining	a	competitive	advantage	is	crucial	in	the	gaming	community,	where	players	strive	to	be	the	best	and	achieve	victory.	Various	factors	contribute	to
gaining	an	edge	over	opponents,	from	skill	and	strategy	to	equipment	and	resources.One	way	to	gain	a	competitive	advantage	in	the	gaming	community	is	through	knowledge	and	familiarity	with	the	game.	Experienced	players	who	have	spent	time	mastering	the	mechanics	and	understanding	the	strategies	of	a	particular	game	often	have	an
advantage	over	less	experienced	players.	They	can	anticipate	their	opponents’	moves	and	react	quickly,	giving	them	a	higher	chance	of	success.Another	factor	that	can	give	players	a	competitive	advantage	is	having	access	to	rare	or	powerful	items	within	the	game.	These	items	may	provide	additional	abilities,	superior	stats,	or	unique	features	that
can	give	players	an	edge	in	battles	or	challenges.	Sought-after	items	are	often	obtained	through	rare	drops	or	difficult	quests,	and	players	who	possess	them	have	a	distinct	advantage	over	those	who	do	not.Networking	and	joining	a	gaming	community	can	also	provide	players	with	a	competitive	advantage.	By	connecting	and	collaborating	with	other
skilled	players,	gamers	can	share	strategies,	tips,	and	tricks,	leading	to	mutual	improvement.	Being	part	of	a	community	allows	players	to	learn	from	each	other’s	experiences,	broaden	their	knowledge,	and	stay	informed	about	in-game	updates	and	changes.Read	Also:	Who	is	the	King	of	Cricket?Additionally,	developing	strong	teamwork	and
communication	skills	can	give	gamers	a	significant	edge	in	multiplayer	games.	Effective	coordination	and	cooperation	with	teammates	can	lead	to	better	strategies,	faster	reactions,	and	ultimately,	victory.	Taking	the	time	to	understand	each	team	member’s	strengths	and	weaknesses	and	adjusting	gameplay	accordingly	can	make	a	significant
difference	in	competitive	gaming.Finally,	dedication,	practice,	and	a	focus	on	improvement	are	essential	elements	of	gaining	a	competitive	advantage	in	the	gaming	community.	Regularly	honing	skills,	analyzing	gameplay,	and	staying	updated	on	current	meta	trends	can	contribute	to	a	player’s	progress	and	success.	Maintaining	a	growth	mindset	and
embracing	challenges	as	learning	opportunities	can	help	players	rise	above	their	competitors.Limited	Edition	Releases	and	Collector’s	ValueOne	reason	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	may	be	more	valuable	is	due	to	their	limited	edition	releases.	Japanese	Pokemon	card	sets	often	include	exclusive	cards	that	are	not	available	in	other	languages.	These
limited	edition	cards	are	highly	sought	after	by	collectors,	driving	up	their	value	in	the	market.Japanese	Pokemon	card	sets	also	tend	to	have	smaller	print	runs	compared	to	their	English	counterparts,	making	them	more	rare	and	desirable	among	collectors.	This	limited	supply	combined	with	the	high	demand	for	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	contributes
to	their	increased	value.In	addition	to	limited	edition	releases,	certain	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	hold	collector’s	value	due	to	their	unique	art	styles.	The	artwork	on	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	is	often	seen	as	more	visually	appealing	and	intricate	compared	to	the	artwork	on	English	cards.	Collectors	value	these	aesthetically	pleasing	cards	and	are
willing	to	pay	a	premium	for	them.Another	factor	that	adds	to	the	collector’s	value	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	is	the	cultural	significance	they	hold	in	Japan.	Pokemon	is	a	beloved	franchise	in	Japan	and	holds	a	special	place	in	the	hearts	of	many	fans.	Japanese	fans	and	collectors	often	place	a	higher	value	on	items	that	originated	from	their	own
country,	creating	a	strong	demand	for	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	in	the	market.Overall,	limited	edition	releases,	unique	art	styles,	and	cultural	significance	contribute	to	the	higher	value	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.	Collectors	are	willing	to	pay	more	for	these	cards	due	to	their	rarity,	visual	appeal,	and	cultural	significance.	Whether	you	are	a	collector
or	investor,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	can	be	a	valuable	addition	to	your	collection.Potential	Investment	Opportunities	with	Japanese	Pokemon	CardsInvesting	in	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	can	be	a	lucrative	opportunity	for	collectors	and	enthusiasts.	Japanese	cards	often	have	higher	values	compared	to	their	English	counterparts	due	to	their	exclusivity
and	unique	design	features.One	potential	investment	opportunity	is	to	focus	on	rare	and	limited	edition	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.	These	cards	are	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	and	tend	to	appreciate	in	value	over	time.	Examples	include	the	Base	Set	Charizard,	a	highly	coveted	card	that	has	seen	significant	price	increases	in	recent	years.Another
investment	strategy	is	to	target	cards	from	early	Japanese	sets.	As	Pokemon	originated	in	Japan,	these	early	sets	hold	historical	significance	and	are	considered	highly	valuable.	Vintage	cards	from	sets	like	Base	Set,	Jungle,	and	Fossil	are	particularly	sought	after	by	collectors.Investors	can	also	explore	investing	in	complete	Japanese	Pokemon	card
sets.	Complete	sets	have	a	higher	collectible	value	compared	to	individual	cards	and	can	be	a	wise	investment	choice.	Examples	include	the	Neo	Genesis,	Expedition,	and	Aquapolis	sets,	which	are	known	for	their	unique	artwork	and	high	quality.Additionally,	investing	in	graded	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	can	potentially	yield	higher	returns.	Graded
cards	are	evaluated	and	assigned	a	score	by	professional	grading	companies,	certifying	their	authenticity	and	condition.	A	high	graded	card	can	command	a	higher	price	in	the	market.Lastly,	keeping	an	eye	on	trends	and	market	demand	is	crucial	for	successful	investment	in	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.	Staying	up-to-date	with	the	latest	releases,
reprints,	and	popular	characters	can	help	investors	make	informed	decisions.In	conclusion,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	offer	promising	investment	opportunities	due	to	their	exclusivity,	rarity,	and	historical	significance.	Collectors	and	investors	can	capitalize	on	the	rising	demand	for	these	cards	by	focusing	on	rare	and	limited	edition	cards,	early
Japanese	sets,	complete	sets,	graded	cards,	and	staying	informed	about	market	trends.FAQ:Are	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	more	valuable	than	English	ones?Yes,	in	general,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	tend	to	be	more	valuable	than	English	ones.	This	is	because	the	demand	for	Japanese	cards	is	higher	among	collectors,	especially	in	countries	like	the
United	States	where	Pokémon	is	extremely	popular.	Japanese	cards	also	often	have	different	artwork,	exclusive	promotional	cards,	and	limited	edition	sets,	which	adds	to	their	value.Why	are	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	more	valuable?Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	more	valuable	for	several	reasons.	Firstly,	they	are	often	considered	to	have	better	quality
and	are	printed	on	higher-quality	cardstock.	Secondly,	the	Japanese	Pokemon	TCG	market	is	much	larger	and	more	competitive,	increasing	the	demand	and	driving	up	prices.	Additionally,	certain	Japanese	cards	are	exclusive	to	specific	events	or	promotions,	making	them	rare	and	highly	sought	after	by	collectors.Do	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	have
special	editions	or	unique	features?Yes,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	often	have	special	editions	and	unique	features.	For	example,	they	may	feature	alternate	artwork,	different	rarity	symbols,	or	even	holographic	patterns	that	differ	from	their	English	counterparts.	Japanese	cards	also	frequently	have	exclusive	promotional	cards	that	are	not	available	in
other	regions.	These	special	editions	and	unique	features	contribute	to	their	higher	value	among	collectors.Are	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	better	quality	than	English	ones?Yes,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	are	generally	considered	to	be	of	better	quality	than	English	ones.	They	are	often	printed	on	higher-quality	cardstock,	which	makes	them	more	durable
and	less	prone	to	damage.	Many	collectors	prefer	the	feel	and	look	of	Japanese	cards	due	to	their	superior	printing	standards.	The	difference	in	quality	is	another	factor	that	adds	to	the	higher	value	of	Japanese	cards.Yes,	besides	Japanese,	Pokemon	cards	are	also	printed	in	different	languages	such	as	English,	Korean,	French,	Italian,	German,
Spanish,	and	more.	However,	it’s	important	to	note	that	Japanese	cards	are	specifically	sought	after	due	to	their	higher	value	and	unique	features.	Different	language	versions	may	have	their	own	collectors’	markets,	but	the	demand	for	Japanese	cards	is	generally	higher.Are	there	any	drawbacks	to	collecting	Japanese	Pokemon	cards?While	collecting
Japanese	Pokemon	cards	can	be	a	rewarding	hobby,	there	are	a	few	drawbacks	to	consider.	Firstly,	Japanese	cards	can	be	more	expensive	and	harder	to	find,	especially	if	you	live	outside	of	Japan.	Shipping	costs	and	import	fees	may	also	increase	the	overall	cost	of	collecting	Japanese	cards.	Additionally,	if	you’re	not	familiar	with	the	Japanese
language,	it	might	be	challenging	to	read	the	card	text	or	understand	the	rules	of	the	game.See	Also:	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize
Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	As	a	Pokémon	fan,	you	may	wonder	whether	Japanese	cards	are	worth	more
money	than	other	Pokémon	cards.	Pokémon	trading	cards	are	a	fun	way	to	engage	with	the	Pokémon	universe,	and	they	have	become	widely	available	worldwide.	While	Japanese	Pokémon	are	considered	the	highest-quality	Pokémon	cards,	they	are	not	significantly	worth	more.	The	main	thing	that	determines	a	Pokémon	card’s	value	is	the	rarity	and
age	of	the	card,	not	its	nation	of	origin.	If	you	are	a	Pokémon	trading	card	collector,	don’t	let	this	comparison	discourage	you.	Keep	reading	to	learn	more	about	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	and	how	you	can	be	on	the	lookout	for	rare	and	valuable	trading	cards.	Click	Image	for	More	Info	Pokémon	has	become	a	wildly	successful	game	franchise	since	it
was	first	founded,	and	collecting	Pokémon	cards	has	become	more	than	just	a	pastime	and	a	potential	opportunity	to	make	money.	Although	Pokémon	originated	in	Japan,	the	cards	are	not	guaranteed	to	be	worth	more	money	than	their	English-language	counterparts.	Many	believe	that	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	are	made	from	higher	quality	materials,
which	keeps	their	resale	value	up.	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	often	have	the	first	edition	markings,	which	can	also	drive	up	the	price.	However,	the	average	price	for	English	Pokémon	cards	is	generally	higher.	Because	they	are	sold	at	a	higher	price,	their	resale	value	is	often	higher	as	well.	To	check	the	current	price	and	availability	of	the	Japanese
Pokemon	Booster	Box	market,	click	here	to	view	the	selection	on	Amazon.	The	infamous	base	set	Charizard	can	be	worth	thousands	of	dollars	when	it	is	both	graded	and	1st	edition.	If	you	are	looking	to	collect	or	sell	valuable	Pokémon	cards,	knowing	which	ones	are	worth	the	most	money	can	be	helpful.	The	value	of	a	Pokémon	card	is	typically
determined	by	the	following	factors.	Related:	Best	Pokémon	Card	Binder	5	Options	How	many	of	a	given	type	of	Pokémon	card	exist	on	the	market?	If	it	is	not	many,	the	card	is	rare	and	therefore	is	more	desirable	to	those	looking	to	expand	their	collection.	The	Pokémon	franchise	began	in	1995	and	started	making	trading	cards	in	1998.	It	could	be
worth	more	if	you	own	one	of	the	oldest	Pokémon	cards.	This	is	especially	true	as	the	company	has	been	around	for	decades	and	its	track	record	of	success	means	it	will	probably	be	around	for	a	long	time.	A	few	particular	collector’s	edition	cards	are	made	from	unique	materials.	There	has	even	been	a	Pokémon	commemorative	anniversary	card	made
from	gold.	If	you	own	a	card	that	is	notably	different	from	standard	Pokémon	trading	cards,	it	may	be	of	higher	value	because	of	its	uniqueness.	A	first-edition	Japanese	Pokémon	card	was	part	of	the	first	group	of	cards	in	a	release.	These	cards	are	considered	to	be	the	originals.	Because	they	were	one	of	the	first	of	their	kind	on	the	market,	their	price
can	be	significantly	higher	than	the	cards	not	from	the	first	edition.	Pokémon	trading	cards	adhere	to	various	rules,	but	one	of	the	most	common	is	that	of	hit	points.	Hit	points	(HP)	signal	how	much	damage	a	Pokémon	can	take,	and	a	higher	number	means	they	are	stronger.	If	you	want	to	identify	a	rare	Japanese	card,	look	at	the	HP	in	the	upper
right-hand	corner.	A	higher	HP	means	that	it	is	a	stronger	and,	therefore,	rarer	Pokémon.	Additionally,	you	can	research	to	see	how	much	money	similar	cards	are	going	for	on	the	market.	If	you	do	not	know	Japanese,	it	may	be	difficult	to	tell	what	the	card	you	have	is,	so	you	may	need	to	compare	based	on	pictures.		The	following	are	often	not
indicators	of	a	Pokémon	card’s	value:	Coloring	Shininess	Attack	type	It	is	also	worth	noting	that	energy	cards	are	not	considered	rare	or	valuable	cards.	Although	there	are	many	rare	Pokémon	cards,	the	rarest	in	existence	is	the	Pikachu	Illustrator	card.	This	card	was	made	in	1998,	and	it	is	estimated	that	only	between	20	and	39	copies	have	ever
been	released.	The	artwork	on	the	card	was	done	by	Atsuko	Nishida,	who	is	known	for	being	the	original	illustrator	of	the	Pikachu	Pokémon.	Recently,	one	of	these	cards	sold	for	$195,000	at	an	auction,	and	there	have	been	instances	where	they	have	garnered	more	than	$200,000	in	a	trade.	If	you	own	an	authenticated	Pikachu	Illustrator	card,	you
have	the	rarest	and	most	valuable	Pokémon	card	in	the	world.	Collectors	may	sometimes	come	across	fake	Pokémon	cards,	especially	for	card	types	that	are	rare	or	valuable.	Fake	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	often	have	the	following	characteristics.	A	fake	Pokémon	card	will	be	a	single	hue,	not	the	beautiful	gradient	for	which	Japanese	Pokémon	cards
are	known	if	you	notice	that	the	edges	are	damaged,	or	any	abnormal	creasing	or	inconsistencies	in	the	card	material	is	probably	a	fake.	Spelling	errors	are	extremely	telling	of	a	fake	Pokémon	card.	Although	it	may	be	challenging	to	tell	this	in	Japanese	if	you	don’t	speak	the	language,	ask	someone	who	knows	or	do	some	research.	Additionally,	if	the
font	is	inconsistent	with	other	Pokémon	cards	you	know	to	be	authentic,	the	card	is	most	likely	not	legitimate.	Boxes	of	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	are	sold	with	a	layer	of	protective	shrink	wrapping	that	often	has	Poké	Balls	on	it.	If	this	shrink	wrap	seems	loose	or	informal,	this	could	be	an	indicator	of	a	fake.	There	is	an	active	market	for	Pokémon
trading	cards.	If	you	are	looking	to	sell	some	of	your	Japanese	cards,	the	following	are	popular	places:	With	a	bit	of	research,	you	should	be	able	to	find	a	location	near	you	or	on	the	Internet	that	buys	or	trades	Pokémon	cards.	Pokémon	trading	cards	are	fun	and	exciting	but	can	also	be	extremely	valuable.	Although	Japanese	trading	cards	do	not	have
a	higher	retail	price	than	English	Pokémon	cards,	their	high	quality,	and	historical	value	can	give	them	a	high	earning	potential.	If	you	want	to	buy	or	sell	Japanese	Pokémon	cards,	research	the	rareness	of	different	cards.	Compare	different	types	and	editions,	and	always	be	on	the	lookout	for	fakes	if	you	are	investing	in	new	cards.	Whether	you	intend
to	keep	your	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	for	yourself	or	sell	them	for	a	profit,	these	cards	can	have	serious	value	if	they	are	rare.	This	value	can	add	to	the	excitement	of	the	trading	process	or	make	your	cards	a	treasure	for	years	to	come.		Hey	there!	This	post	contains	affiliate	links,	which	means	we	may	get	a	commission	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	It	helps
to	support	the	site,	and	has	no	impact	on	the	cards	we	recommend	or	discuss.	I	greatly	appreciate	your	support!	Pokemon	cards	have	been	popular	for	years,	but	many	collectors	may	not	know	the	key	differences	between	the	Japanese	and	English	versions.	This	guide	will	explore	the	differences	between	Japanese	and	English	Pokemon	cards,	as	well
as	the	rarity	and	value	of	Japanese	cards.	The	Pokemon	TCG	has	become	a	beloved	collectible	card	game	for	fans	of	all	ages.	The	cards	feature	artwork	of	various	Pokemon	characters,	and	players	can	use	them	to	battle	against	each	other,	trade,	or	collect.	There	are	two	main	versions	of	Pokemon	trading	cards:	the	Japanese	version	and	the	English
version.	The	Japanese	version,	released	by	The	Pokemon	Company	in	Japan,	is	often	seen	as	the	original	and	most	authentic	version	of	the	cards.	The	English	version,	published	by	The	Pokemon	Company	International,	is	a	translated	version	of	the	Japanese	cards.	While	both	versions	of	the	cards	feature	the	same	Pokemon	characters	and	similar
gameplay	mechanics,	there	are	some	differences	between	the	two.	One	major	difference	is	the	rarity	of	certain	cards,	as	some	cards	that	are	considered	common	in	the	English	version	may	be	much	rarer	and	harder	to	find	in	the	Japanese	version.	Additionally,	there	may	be	differences	in	card	artwork	and	designs	between	the	two	versions.
Differences	between	Japanese	and	English	Pokemon	cards	are	significant	and	worth	exploring	for	collectors.	One	of	the	most	notable	differences	is	the	card	design	and	layout.	Japanese	cards	may	feature	more	intricate	and	detailed	artwork	than	their	English	counterparts.	Additionally,	the	layout	of	Japanese	cards	often	includes	more	text	and
information,	such	as	the	illustrator’s	name	and	card	description.	Another	difference	between	Japanese	and	English	Pokemon	cards	is	the	release	of	sets	and	their	numbering.	The	Japanese	version	typically	releases	sets	ahead	of	the	English	version,	sometimes	months	in	advance.	Also,	the	numbering	of	cards	within	a	set	can	vary	between	the	two
versions,	with	Japanese	cards	often	having	more	cards	in	a	set	and	different	numbering	schemes.	Language	and	text	are	also	important	differences	between	Japanese	and	English	Pokemon	cards.	Japanese	cards	naturally	feature	Japanese	text,	which	can	be	challenging	for	non-Japanese	speakers	to	navigate.	Furthermore,	some	Japanese	cards	may
include	English	text,	but	it	is	essential	to	note	that	this	text	may	differ	in	translation	from	the	English	cards.	These	differences	make	collecting	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	a	unique	and	rewarding	experience,	allowing	collectors	to	explore	different	artwork,	sets,	and	text	that	are	not	available	in	English	versions.	Rarity	is	a	key	factor	that	makes	Japanese
Pokemon	cards	unique	and	desirable	to	collectors.	In	comparison	to	English	cards,	Japanese	cards	are	generally	considered	to	be	more	rare	due	to	several	factors.	One	of	the	main	reasons	is	the	limited	print	runs	of	Japanese	cards,	which	means	that	fewer	copies	of	each	card	are	produced.	Additionally,	Japanese	cards	often	feature	exclusive
illustrations	and	artwork	that	are	not	available	in	English	sets,	making	them	even	more	valuable.	Factors	that	influence	the	rarity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	include	their	release	dates,	print	runs,	and	the	popularity	of	the	Pokemon	featured	on	the	card.	For	example,	first	edition	cards	from	early	Japanese	sets	are	typically	more	rare	and	valuable
than	later	prints.	Some	Japanese	sets	are	also	only	available	through	specific	channels	such	as	tournaments	or	promotional	events,	further	contributing	to	their	rarity.	Grading	and	valuing	Japanese	cards	follows	a	similar	process	to	English	cards.	The	condition	of	the	card,	including	factors	such	as	centering,	corners,	edges,	and	surface,	are	taken	into
consideration	when	grading.	When	valuing	Japanese	cards,	the	rarity	and	condition	of	the	card	are	the	most	important	factors.	Some	of	the	most	valuable	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	include	the	Pikachu	Illustrator	card,	which	was	only	given	out	to	winners	of	a	specific	drawing	contest	in	Japan,	and	the	Gold	Star	cards,	which	feature	a	special	gold	foil
stamp	and	were	only	available	in	certain	sets.	Understanding	the	rarity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	is	essential	for	collectors	who	want	to	build	a	valuable	and	unique	collection.	By	considering	factors	such	as	release	dates,	print	runs,	and	artwork,	collectors	can	identify	the	most	rare	and	valuable	Japanese	cards	and	make	informed	decisions	about
their	collection.	A.	Where	to	buy	Japanese	cards:	One	of	the	best	ways	to	purchase	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	is	through	online	marketplaces,	such	as	eBay,	Amazon	Japan,	and	Yahoo!	Japan	Auctions.	You	can	also	purchase	them	from	local	hobby	shops	or	collectibles	stores.	If	you	are	looking	for	rare	and	vintage	Japanese	cards,	specialty	shops	and
online	forums	might	be	a	good	option.	B.	Building	a	collection:	When	building	a	Japanese	card	collection,	it	is	important	to	consider	the	condition	of	the	cards,	the	rarity	of	the	cards,	and	the	completeness	of	the	set.	Many	collectors	focus	on	collecting	entire	sets,	while	others	might	focus	on	a	specific	theme,	such	as	a	particular	Pokemon	or	character.
C.	Displaying	and	storing	Japanese	cards:	To	preserve	the	condition	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards,	it	is	important	to	store	them	properly.	Many	collectors	use	protective	sleeves	and	binders	to	store	their	cards.	Displaying	your	collection	can	be	a	fun	way	to	show	off	your	cards.	You	can	use	card	display	cases	or	create	your	own	display	using	frames	or
shadow	boxes.	It	is	important	to	keep	your	collection	out	of	direct	sunlight	and	in	a	temperature-controlled	environment	to	prevent	damage.	This	is	considered	one	of	the	rarest	and	most	valuable	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.	It	features	Charizard	in	all	its	glory,	and	has	a	unique	holofoil	pattern	that	makes	it	stand	out.	It	is	part	of	the	first-ever	set	of
Pokemon	cards	released	in	Japan	in	1996.	Check	prices	of	1996	Base	Set	Japanese	Charizard	on	eBay	This	is	another	incredibly	rare	Japanese	Pokemon	card	that	was	given	out	as	a	prize	in	a	CoroCoro	Comic	illustration	contest	in	1998.	It	features	Pikachu	holding	a	paintbrush	and	has	“Illustrator”	written	in	the	top	right	corner	instead	of	the	card’s
rarity	symbol.	Check	prices	of	Illustrator	Pikachu	on	eBay	This	card	features	the	legendary	Pokemon	Rayquaza	in	a	unique	shiny	form.		Released	back	in	2004,	the	design	is	similar	to	the	English	edition	in	most	respects.	In	terms	of	values,	it’s	going	to	be	one	of	the	more	expensive	Rayquaza	Pokémon	cards	on	the	market.	It’s	still	cheaper	than	the
English	version,	albeit	with	a	smaller	aftermarket	of	potential	buyers.		Check	prices	of	2005	Pokemon	Ex	Deoxys	Rayquaza	Gold	Star	card	(Japanese)	on	eBay		These	cards	feature	a	gold	star	symbol	instead	of	a	rarity	symbol,	and	were	released	in	the	EX	series	in	Japan	from	2003	to	2007.	They	are	considered	rare	due	to	their	limited	distribution	and
unique	design.	Check	prices	of	Japanese	Gold	Star	cards	on	eBay	The	world	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	offers	collectors	a	unique	and	exciting	opportunity	to	expand	their	collections	beyond	the	English	versions.	From	different	card	designs	and	layouts	to	the	rarity	of	certain	cards,	the	Japanese	cards	have	a	distinct	appeal.	As	a	collector,	it	is
important	to	research	and	understand	the	differences	between	the	two	versions,	and	to	know	how	to	properly	handle	and	store	your	collectible	cards.	We	hope	this	guide	has	provided	valuable	insight	into	the	differences	and	rarity	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards,	and	has	encouraged	you	to	explore	this	fascinating	world	of	collectibles.	Whether	you’re
looking	to	add	a	Charizard	from	the	1996	Base	Set	or	a	Shiny	Rayquaza	to	your	collection,	there’s	no	shortage	of	incredible	options	to	discover.	So	get	out	there	and	start	collecting!	It’s	been	20	years	since	fans	first	memorized	the	Pokemon	slogan	“Gotta	catch	’em	all!”,	and	amazingly,	each	year	new	cards	are	still	being	printed,	players	are	still
meeting	for	tournaments,	and	collectors	are	still	struggling	to	fill	their	binders	in	an	attempt	to,	well…	“catch	’em	all”.	Each	card	that	makes	its	way	into	the	Pokemon	universe	has	its	beginning	at	Pokemon	Card	Laboratories	in	Japan	where	it	is	later	sent	to	different	companies	around	the	world	for	reprinting	in	foreign	languages.	And	while	many
non-Japanese	players	and	collectors	are	interested	only	in	owning	cards	that	they	can	read,	there	is	a	growing	community	of	international	collectors	who	want	the	Japanese	originals—but	how	do	you	get	your	hands	on	them	without	getting	ripped	off?	Let’s	find	out!	Pricing	Promotional	Cards	Card	Condition	Best	Time	to	Buy	What	makes	Japanese
Pokemon	cards	special?	It	has	to	do	with	the	fact	that	since	they	are	the	“source”	card	for	all	translated	versions,	non-Japanese	collectors	have	a	particular	obsession	with	obtaining	cards	that	have	not	yet	or	will	never	be	released	in	their	own	country.	This	can	be	seen	with	promotional	cards	released	only	in	Japan,	which	often	go	for	high	prices
overseas	like	the	15th	Anniversary	Full	Art	Pikachu,	the	newer	Battle	Festa	Pikachu,	and	the	older	CoroCoro	Shining	Mew.	(Read	more	about	the	difference	between	English	and	Japanese	cards	here.)	How	are	Japanese	cards	priced?	Even	though	cards	from	Japan	can’t	be	used	in	tournaments	outside	of	the	country,	foreign	collectors	should	know
that	they’re	still	used	for	tournament	play	inside	of	Japan.	That’s	why	playable	cards	have	much	higher	resale	values.	The	problem	for	non-Japanese	collectors	bidding	on	auctions	is	that	since	they	aren’t	part	of	the	competitive	Japanese	Pokemon	card	player	community,	it	can	be	difficult	to	know	when	you’re	looking	at	a	deal	or	not.	However,	there	is
an	easy	way	to	tell	how	much	a	Japanese	standard	format	card	should	be	worth.	(Standard	format	means	the	cards	that	can	be	used	in	current	tournaments.)	There	are	an	endless	number	of	Western	websites	that	sell	English	language	Pokemon	cards	and	the	prices	on	those	sites	can	give	you	a	general	idea	of	how	much	the	Japanese	cards	are	worth
if	you	go	by	this	simple	pricing	rule:	English	Pokemon	EX	Card	Price	x	50–66%	=	Japanese	Pokemon	EX	Card	Price	and	English	Trainer	Card	Price	x	150–200%	=	Japanese	Trainer	Card	Price	(This	is	especially	true	for	Full	Art	cards	and	Gold	cards)	The	reason	for	the	difference	in	prices	is	because	the	Japanese	Pokemon	community	has	relatively
fewer	collectors	and	more	players,	which	leads	to	a	higher	demand	for	Trainer	cards	and	playable	Pokemon	staple	cards	(cards	that	are	used	in	nearly	every	deck)	for	deckbuilding,	whereas	the	pull	rates	for	EX	cards	are	much	better	than	in	English	booster	backs.	Japanese	Pokemon	Booster	Packs:	The	Numbers	Number	of	cards	in	a	Japanese	booster
pack	=	5	Number	of	booster	packs	in	a	Japanese	booster	box	=	20	Standard	pull	rate	for	RR/SR/UR	cards	in	a	Japanese	booster	box	=	2–4	How	does	this	compare	to	English	Pokemon	cards?	Number	of	cards	in	an	English	booster	pack	=	10	Number	of	booster	packs	in	an	English	booster	box	=	36	Standard	pull	rate	for	exR/SR/UR	cards	an	English
booster	box	=	2–8	What	are	the	differences	in	rarity	between	Japanese	and	English	cards?	Japanese	Pokemon	Card	Common	(C):	Regular	common	cards	Uncommon	(U):	Regular	uncommon	cards	Rare	(R):	Holographic	cards	Rare	Rare	(RR):	Regular	art	EX	Pokemon	Super	Rare	(SR):	Full	Art	Pokemon	and	Trainers	Ultra	Rare	(UR):	Gold	items	and
Pokemon	English	Pokemon	Cards	Common	(C):	Exist	in	non-holographic	and	reverse	holographic	Uncommon	(U):	Regular	uncommon	cards	Rare	(R):	Regular	rare	cards	Holo	Rare	(HR):	Holographic	rare	cards	Ex	Rare	(exR):	Regular	Art	EX	Pokemon	Ultra	Rare	(UR):	Full	Art	Pokemon	and	trainers	Special	Rare	(SR):	Gold	items	and	Pokemon	A	special
group	of	Japanese	cards	fall	under	the	promotional	category	and	are	given	out	at	tournaments,	as	magazine	freebies,	at	Pokemon	events,	or	as	gifts	when	buying	Pokemon	merchandise	at	one	of	the	Pokemon	Centers.	They	are	rarely	valuable	due	to	broad	distribution	and	uselessness	for	players.	There	are	some	exceptions,	though,	that	hardly	ever
make	it	outside	of	Japan,	either	because	of	their	value	to	players,	like	the	Muscle	Band	card	(ちからハチマキ)	which	was	given	out	at	the	Battle	Festa	2013	to	players	that	did	very	well	and	has	since	reached	a	top	price	of	up	to	$50	USD.	Others	like	the	Battle	Festa	Pikachu	or	the	Pikachu	card	that	was	given	out	during	the	Mega	Campaign	in	2014	in
the	Pokemon	Center	Mega	Tokyo	never	increased	in	value.	Even	though	they	peaked	at	$45	and	$30	USD,	respectively,	in	Japan	their	resale	value	stayed	at	¥1000	($10	USD)	and	¥200	($2	USD),	respectively.	How	to	tell	card	condition	for	Japanese	cards	Japan,	unlike	Western	countries,	doesn’t	have	a	widely	known	ranking	system	for	card	condition,
such	as	the	PSA.	That	means	Japanese	card	sellers	won’t	probably	provide	information	in	a	standardized	way.	As	mentioned	earlier,	there	are	more	players	than	collectors	in	Japan,	so	card	condition	is	not	as	important	as	in	other	countries.	With	that	being	said,	a	card	still	loses	value	when	damaged,	so	it’s	better	to	be	careful	if	the	price	seems	too
good	to	be	true.	In	most	cases,	though,	the	seller	will	give	a	short	description	of	the	card’s	condition,	which	can	quickly	be	found	out	by	pasting	the	text	into	an	online	translator.	When	is	the	best	time	to	buy	Japanese	Pokemon	cards?	Once	new	cards	are	released	in	Japan,	their	value	tends	to	shoot	up	dramatically	and	stay	that	way	until	finally	being
released	in	English.	During	that	time,	even	unplayable	Rare	Rare	(RR)	and	Super	Rare	(SR)	are	worth	enough	to	increase	in	value	when	buying	a	Japanese	booster	box,	which	is	about	30	USD	in	retail.	After	that	time,	the	prices	for	unplayable	cards	plummet,	while	playable	cards	usually	maintain	their	value,	at	least	when	sold	from	Japan.	As	soon	as	a
playable	card	leaves	Japan	the	value	usually	decreases	due	to	the	diminished	market,	which	then	only	consists	of	card	collectors.	Examples	of	these	playable	rare	cards	are	the	VS	Seeker	(バトルサーチャ)	in	Ultra	Rare	(UR)	from	Roaring	Skies	(XY6	Emerald	Break)	and	the	older	Ultra	Ball	(ハイパーボール)	in	Ultra	Rare	(UR)	from	Plasma	Freeze	(BW9
Spiral	Force).	These	cards	reach	2–3	times	the	value	of	other	Golden	UR	cards	even	though	the	rarity	is	the	same.	Japanese	Pokemon	Card	Buying	Guide	Recap	Sometimes	pricing	a	Japanese	card	can	be	very	hard,	but	if	you	follow	the	simple	pricing	formula	above,	you	can	usually	have	a	good	idea	of	what	a	card	is	worth,	regardless	of	whether	you
are	looking	to	buy	or	sell.	In	some	rare	cases	you	might	get	a	cheaper	deal	from	a	local	seller	in	your	country,	especially	for	extremely	playable	cards,	but	for	most	cards	checking	a	Japanese	auction	proxy	site,	like	FROM	JAPAN,	will	give	you	cheaper	options.	Be	sure	to	check	out	our	top	10	picks	for	the	rarest	Pokemon	cards!	Cards	for	the	Pokémon
Trading	Card	Game	have	been	printed	in	both	English	and	Japanese	since	1998,	but	not	all	cards	are	created	equal.	The	Pokémon	card-flipping	market	has	always	existed	to	some	extent.	But	it's	taken	off	in	recent	years,	catapulting	the	values	of	some	Pokémon	cards	to	astronomical	prices.	As	a	result,	many	collectors	have	looked	into	buying	Japanese
Pokémon	cards,	which,	much	like	their	English	counterparts,	can	become	precious	collectibles	in	their	own	right.	A	number	of	factors	determine	a	Pokémon	card's	value:	its	rarity,	its	condition,	and	its	usefulness	in	competitive	play.	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	are	subject	to	all	these	values	-	but	because	they	are	produced	and	sold	in	a	different	kind	of
market,	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	do	not	match	the	worth	of	English	Pokémon	cards.	It	varies	from	card	to	card,	but	here	are	some	of	the	factors	that	influence	the	value	of	Japanese	Pokémon	cards,	as	well	as	some	examples	of	direct	price	comparisons.	A	Variety	Of	Factors	Affect	The	Value	Of	Japanese	Pokémon	Cards	Rarity,	Japanese	Exclusives,	&
Competitive	Play	Most	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	are	worth	more	than	their	English	counterparts,	simply	due	to	their	rarity	in	English	markets.	Still,	the	value	of	any	individual	Japanese	Pokémon	card	is	affected	by	the	same	factors	as	an	English	Pokémon	card.	It's	impossible	to	say	with	any	kind	of	general	certainty	whether	Japanese	Pokémon	cards
as	a	whole	are	worth	more	than	English	ones.	However,	there	are	a	couple	of	unique	considerations,	resulting	from	inherent	differences	between	the	English	and	Japanese	Pokémon	card	markets,	that	affect	the	price	of	each	individual	card.	For	one	thing,	it's	estimated	that	The	Pokémon	Company	International	prints	more	cards	in	English	than	in
Japanese.	This	is	due	to	the	fact	that	the	English	market	is	much	larger,	encompassing	multiple	countries,	while	the	Japanese	market	is	limited	to	Japan.	As	a	result,	each	individual	Japanese	Pokémon	card	is	rarer	than	its	English	counterpart.	However,	rare	pulls	in	English	Pokémon	booster	packs	are	more	common	than	in	Japanese	ones,	so	buying
English	sets	will	likely	increase	the	number	of	rares	a	collector	finds	overall.	There	are	also	many	Japan-exclusive	Pokémon	cards,	which	are	inevitably	more	valuable	than	the	average	English	card	due	to	their	inherent	rarity.	Many	of	these	come	from	promotions,	especially	those	released	in	conjunction	with	businesses	like	McDonald's	or	Toys-R-Us.
While	there	are	of	course	similar	promotions	in	the	West,	not	all	of	these	promo	cards	have	been	translated	and	released	in	English.	Related	A	new	Pokémon	TCG	Secret	Rare	version	of	Carmine’s	card	has	been	revealed	and,	based	on	its	artwork	alone,	it	could	be	worth	a	lot	of	money.	On	the	other	hand,	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	cannot	legally	be
used	in	English	competitive	play.	Because	of	this,	they	are	not	as	valuable	to	players	who	actually	want	to	add	them	to	their	decks.	Still,	for	collectors	interested	in	their	rarity	or	aesthetic	value,	exclusive	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	may	be	worth	significantly	more.	For	recent	sets	and	more	common	cards,	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	are	worth	slightly
more	than	their	English	equivalents.	For	example,	take	a	common	Drifloon	card	from	the	Scarlet	&	Violet	base	set.	The	English	version	of	this	card	sells	for	as	little	as	$0.04	via	TCGPlayer,	while	its	Japanese	equivalent	goes	for	$2.43	on	eBay.	A	slightly	rarer	Pikachu	card	released	as	part	of	the	Pokémon	Celebrations	set	goes	for	$0.45	in	English	via
TCGPlayer,	or	$20.13	in	Japanese	via	eBay.	Since	the	prices	of	all	Pokémon	cards	fluctuate	frequently,	all	prices	listed	in	this	article	are	subject	to	change.	Naturally,	this	same	trend	affects	much	rarer	cards	to	a	greater	degree.	For	example,	Stellar	Crown’s	Special	Illustration	Rare	Lacey	card	(set	number	172/142)	has	a	TCGPlayer	market	price	of
$31.38,	while	its	Japanese	equivalent	card	(Stellar	Miracle	set	number	131/102)	can	be	found	listed	on	eBay	for	$92.55.	Of	course,	the	base	rarity	of	these	cards	undoubtedly	contributes	to	their	high	prices,	but	it	is	still	notable	that	the	Japanese	version	is	worth	nearly	triple	the	English	version	on	the	secondary	market.	Buying	a	recently-released	set
of	Japanese	cards	may	or	may	not	be	cheaper	than	an	English	set.	Although	the	price	of	most	booster	packs	is	slightly	lower	in	Japan	than	it	is	in	the	US,	premiums	and	shipping	costs	must	also	be	factored	in.	For	example,	a	Temporal	Forces	booster	pack	may	go	for	as	little	as	$2.59	in	English	via	Forge	and	Fire,	while	the	Japanese	equivalent	goes	for
$4.99	in	this	eBay	listing.	Still,	due	to	the	higher	pull	rates	in	English	booster	packs,	collectors	are	likely	to	find	more	rare	cards	in	the	cheaper	pack.	Related	A	new	Illustration	Rare	Ogerpon	card	for	the	Twilight	Masquerade	expansion	for	Pokémon	TCG	has	been	revealed,	and	it	is	an	absolute	necessity.	Of	course,	it	is	also	worth	considering	that
most	Pokémon	sets	are	released	in	Japanese	before	they're	released	in	English.	As	a	result,	there's	a	brief	window	after	each	set	is	released	in	which	some	collectors	will	pay	a	premium	for	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	that	haven't	yet	been	released	in	their	region.	But	once	the	set	officially	comes	out	in	English,	the	value	of	most	of	these	cards	will
plummet	as	they	become	far	more	readily	accessible	to	people	living	in	the	West.	When	it	comes	to	really	rare	cards,	however,	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	are	almost	always	worth	significantly	more	than	their	English	counterparts.	For	example,	the	Special	Illustration	Rare	Charizard	ex	from	Obsidian	Flames	(223/297)	has	a	current	market	price	of
$54.85	in	Near	Mint	condition	according	to	TCGPlayer.	Meanwhile,	an	eBay	listing	values	the	Japanese	version	of	that	same	card	at	a	whopping	$600.	Furthermore,	when	it	comes	to	setting	records,	the	most	valuable	Japanese	Pokémon	card	of	all	time	is	worth	far	more	than	the	most	valuable	English	card.	The	most	expensive	English	card,	a	perfect
grade,	first-edition	Charizard	from	the	original	1998	Base	Set,	was	auctioned	for	$420,000	in	March	2022.	The	most	expensive	Japanese	card	is	also	the	most	expensive	Pokémon	card	of	all	time,	according	to	the	Guinness	Book	of	World	Records:	a	Professional	Sports	Authenticator	Grade	10	Pikachu	Illustrator	card,	reportedly	valued	at	$5,275,000.
First	released	as	a	promotional	card	in	conjunction	with	the	magazine	CoroCoro	Comic,	the	most	expensive	Pokémon	card	of	all	time	was	purchased	by	YouTuber-turned-wrestler	Logan	Paul.	Other	versions	of	the	Pikachu	Illustrator	card	sell	for	prices	in	the	millions.	Of	course,	the	age	of	these	two	cards	undoubtedly	plays	a	large	part	in	their	overall
value.	As	such,	more	modern	cards	can	defy	this	trend,	or	even	reverse	it,	and	the	Special	Illustration	Rare	Terapagos	ex	from	Stellar	Crown	is	a	perfect	example	of	the	latter.	TCGPlayer	lists	this	beautiful	card	as	having	a	market	price	of	$95.21.	However,	the	Japanese	Stellar	Miracle	set’s	version	only	has	a	current	market	price	of	$68.33	on
TCGPlayer.	Both	are	also	currently	the	highest-valued	cards	of	their	respective	sets.	Most	individual	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	may	be	worth	more	than	their	English	counterparts,	but	multiple	factors	complicate	the	comparison.	Although	booster	packs	are	cheaper	in	Japan,	many	US	sellers	charge	a	premium	for	them.	And	although	rare	Japanese
cards	sell	for	more,	collectors	are	more	likely	to	find	rare	cards	in	English-language	booster	packs;	more	bang	for	less	buck.	As	a	result,	there	are	both	pros	and	cons	to	Japanese	Pokémon	cards,	whether	based	on	resale	value	or	just	collecting	for	fun.	The	choice	is	up	to	each	individual	Pokémon	Trading	Card	Game	collector.	Sources:	TCGPlayer	(1,	2,
3,	4,	5,	6),	Forge	and	Fire,	eBay	(1,	2,	3,	4,	5),	Guinness	Book	of	World	Records	Released	April	10,	2000	ESRB	e	Developer(s)	Hudson	Soft	Anime	sequels	such	as	Dragon	Ballz	and	Pokemon	have	been	in	the	anime	industry	for	over	a	decade	and	have	amassed	a	substantial	fan	base	worldwide.	However,	the	anime	Pokemon	proprietors	took	over	the
sector	after	introducing	character	cards	that	fans	craved	for.	As	a	result,	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	values	have	skyrocketed	and	some	are	worth	a	lumpsum.Attendees	compete	at	the	Pokemon	European	International	Championships	at	ExCel.	Photo:	John	KeebleSource:	Getty	ImagesThe	Pokemon	Trading	card	game	was	introduced	in	October	1996	in
Japan	by	the	producing	firm,	media	factory.	It	entails	Pokemon	cards	where	two	players	of	all	ages	battle.	The	victor	is	the	one	with	the	most	valuable	card.	The	cards	vary	from	Pokemon	cards,	Trainer	cards	to	Energy	cards.	Stick	around	to	find	out	the	worth	of	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.There	are	several	ways	to	find	out	how	rare	a	Japanese	card	is
worth.	For	example,A	marker	near	the	bottom	of	the	card	or	close	to	its	name	will	indicate	rarityA	circle	means	the	card	is	standard.A	diamond	means	it’s	less	common.Stars	showcase	how	rare	the	card	is.In	addition,	other	characteristics	that	can	boost	the	rarity	include:	a	higher	printed	number	than	there	should	be	in	a	given	printed	set	(e.g.,	67/66)
and	holographic	artwork	or	reverse	holographic	in	a	Japanese	card.	Furthermore,	a	card	that	bears	the	first	edition	mark	on	the	side	denotes	it	is	from	the	first	run	of	cards	in	the	set.	Therefore,	giving	the	Pokemon	card	extra	value.What	are	the	most	valuable	Japanese	Pokemon	cards?There	are	pretty	several	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	that	are	in	use.
However,	not	all	carry	the	same	value.	So	what	Japanese	cards	are	worth	money?	The	following	are	some	of	the	Pokemon	cards	that	have	the	highest	value	in	the	market.	Top	on	the	list	of	Pokemon	cards	worth	money	is	this	card.	What	makes	this	card	all	peculiar	is	the	lack	of	shadow	underneath	the	fire-breathing	dragon	Pokemon.	However,	this
was	a	printing	error	which	was	later	rectified	in	other	printed	cards	making	it	even	rarer.	The	card	was	sold	at	an	auction	in	October	2020	for	$220,574	to	rapper	Logic	setting	a	record.Attendees	compete	at	the	Pokemon	European	International	Championships	in	London,	England.	Photo:	John	KeebleSource:	Getty	ImagesThe	ultra-rare	Pokémon	card
was	created	in	1998	as	a	presentation	piece	by	Magic:	The	Gathering	maker	Wizards	of	the	Coast.	They	aimed	to	convince	the	Pokeman	Japan	executives	to	allow	them	to	handle	the	game’s	English-language	release.	There	are	only	two	kinds	of	Pokemon	cards	in	existence,	one	of	which	was	sold	for	$360,000	at	an	auction	in	January	2021.	The	location
of	the	other	card	remains	a	mystery,	meaning	it	may	be	the	only	of	its	kind	left.3.	Black	Star	Ishihara	Signed	GX	Promo	CardThe	card	depicts	Pokémon	Company	founder	and	current	president	Tsunekazu	Ishihara.	Tsunekazu	offered	it	to	the	company	staff	to	celebrate	his	60th	birthday	back	in	2017.	However,	this	specific	version	is	rarer	since
Ishihara	signed	this	card	to	boost	its	price	even	further.	The	Black	Star	card	was	sold	for	nearly	a	quarter	of	a	million	dollars	on	April	26	2021.The	games	organizers	awarded	the	Japanese	card	to	winners	of	promo	contests	held	in	1997	and	1998.	Pikachu	Illustrator	is	among	the	rarest	Pokémon	cards	since	it	is	the	only	Pokemon	card	to	say	Illustrator
instead	of	Trainer	at	the	top	of	the	card.	Moreover,	it	has	an	iconic	one-off	pen	in	its	bottom-right	corner	acknowledging	its	design	for	the	contest.	It	was	sold	for	a	whopping	$195,000	at	an	auction	in	2019.It	is	the	third-rarest	card	in	history	since	it	has	never	been	mass-produced.	However,	the	card	was	given	as	a	trophy	card	at	a	family	contest.	It
included	the	Pocket	Monsters	Card	Game	logo	and	the	original	Japanese	name	for	the	Pokémon	on	the	back	and	front	of	the	card	as	a	trophy	card.	A	copy	was	sold	on	eBay	in	October	2020	for	over	$150,000.As	a	legendary	bird	Pokemon	from	Gen	II,	Lugia	is	one	of	the	most	potent	and	hard-to-find	Pokémon	cards	adding	to	its	popularity.	There	are
claims	that	41	of	these	cards	exist,	but	only	three	meet	the	threshold	grade.	A	thoroughly	graded	copy	of	the	card	was	sold	at	auction	for	$144,000	in	May	2021.7.	1999	Super	Secret	Battle	No.	1	TrainerA	contestant	looks	at	cards	as	he	competes	during	the	2016	Pokemon	World	Championships.	Photo:	Justin	SullivanSource:	Getty	ImagesNo.	1	Trainer
is	a	holographic	promotional	card	awarded	to	finalists	in	the	Secret	Super	Battle	tournament	held	in	Tokyo,	Japan,	in	1999.	It	was	awarded	to	regional	finalists,	and	by	presenting	the	card,	the	finalists	gained	preferential	entry	into	the	Secret	Super	Battle.	It	is	believed	that	at	the	time,	the	organizers	made	only	seven	cards.	In	addition,	the	grading
organization	PSA	graded	six	of	the	cards	to	be	of	good	quality.	As	such,	a	quality	card	was	sold	at	auction	in	July	2020	for	$90,000.Only	twelve	tropical	wind	cards	were	produced	as	promotional	cards	for	the	1999	Tropical	Mega	battle.	Fifty	players	from	around	the	globe	took	part	in	the	tournament	for	the	trading	card	game	in	Honolulu,	Hawaii.	A
contender	had	to	fight	to	the	final	round	to	participate,	and	the	card	was	offered	as	a	prize,	making	them	extremely	rare.	The	most	recent	record-breaking	sale	took	place	in	October	2020,	with	an	estimated	value	of	$148,842.9.	2002	Pokémon	World	Championships	No.	1	TrainerThe	2002	No.	1	Trainer	card	was	customized	with	the	name	of	the
tournament’s	winner,	making	each	card	unique.	Regional	tournaments	were	held	in	preparation	for	the	Pokemon	World	Championships,	with	the	cards	as	prizes	to	the	winners.	This	card	is	scarce,	and	a	copy	was	sold	at	an	auction	in	April	2021	for	over	$31,000.10.	Espeon	and	Umbreon	Gold	Star	POP	Series	5The	cards	are	named	by	a	gold	star	near
the	Pokémon’s	name	at	the	top	of	the	card.	Moreover,	this	signifies	that	the	artwork	was	different	from	the	standard	version.	Twenty-seven	gold	cards	were	produced	between	2004	and	2007,	making	them	some	of	the	rarest	Pokemon	cards.	Packects	of	Dragon	Shield	cards	on	sale	at	the	Pokemon	European	International	Championships.	Photo:	John
KeebleSource:	Getty	ImagesFor	example,	a	Gold	Star	Espeon	was	graded	and	sold	for	$22,000	in	February	2021.	In	contrast,	an	Umbreon	garnered	over	$20,000	in	December	2020.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	about	Japanese	Pokemon	cardsFans	of	the	trading	game	have	had	numerous	questions	concerning	the	Japanese	Pokemon	cards.	The
following	are	some	of	the	frequently	asked	questions	and	their	answers.Is	it	worth	grading	Japanese	Pokémon	cards?Japanese	Pokemon	cards	can	be	worth	more	money	than	their	English	counterparts.	This	is	because	Pokemon	trading	cards	from	Japan	are	of	higher	quality	and	still	come	with	first	edition	markings.	In	addition,	since	Japanese
Pokemon	cards	were	launched	earlier,	some	were	full	of	controversy,	making	them	even	more	valuable	and	sought	after	by	collectors.Is	there	a	Pokemon	card	value	checker?Professional	Sports	Authenticator	is	the	largest	and	most	trusted	card	grading	service	in	the	world.	Submitting	your	trading	cards	to	PSA	is	the	first	step	towards	getting	the
most	from	your	trading	card	collection.	Japanese	Pokemon	cards	values	have	undoubtedly	skyrocketed.	While	some	may	ask	why	go	through	all	the	trouble	for	a	card?	The	answer	is	quite	clear.	Most	do	it	out	of	passion,	while	others	keep	in	mind	that	they	may	get	lucky	and	land	on	a	rare	card	and	get	rich.Tuko.co.ke	published	another	article	on	the
richest	female	musicians	in	the	world	in	2021	and	their	net	worth.	Pursuing	a	career	in	music	can	be	tough	for	female	musicians.	Many	must	deal	with	late-night	events,	unpaid	gigs,	and	ceaselessly	badgering	labels.	In	the	era	of	social	media,	they	must	spend	hundreds	of	hours	every	month	perfecting	their	presence	on	these	channels.	The	music
industry	is	known	for	bringing	in	massive	sums	of	money	annually.	To	many	people’s	astonishment,	the	amount	of	money	the	singers,	producers,	and	record	labels	pull	is	simply	unthinkable.	Get	to	know	the	top	10	richest	female	musicians	in	the	world	in	2021	and	their	net	worth's	in	the	post.	Subscribe	to	watch	new	videos	Source:	TUKO.co.ke	For
Pokémon	enthusiasts	visiting	Japan,	buying	Pokémon	cards	is	an	experience	not	to	be	overlooked.	Japan,	being	the	birthplace	of	Pokémon,	offers	an	exciting	and	unique	opportunity	to	explore	the	world	of	Pokémon	cards.	Not	only	is	there	a	richer	selection	of	cards,	but	the	benefits	of	purchasing	them	in	Japan	are	numerous.	Making	it	an	ideal
destination	for	avid	collectors	and	casual	fans	alike.Grading	is	crucial	for	serious	collectors	who	want	to	protect	and	certify	their	card	investments.	Japan	provides	a	more	budget-friendly	option,	here’s	why:Cost	Comparison	of	PSA	Grading:	Japan	vs.	the	U.S.Shipping	costs	from	Japan	to	PSA	facilities	are	substantially	lower	than	from	the	U.S.,
especially	when	sending	multiple	cards.	For	example,	Japanese	shipping	fees	typically	range	from	1,000-1,500	JPY	($7-10	USD)	for	a	single	card.	Meanwhile	similar	shipping	from	the	U.S.	might	cost	around	$20-30	USD	with	priority	international	mail.	The	shorter	distance	also	means	cards	are	less	likely	to	encounter	delays	or	handling
issues.Additionally,	some	Japanese	card	shops	offer	special	deals	on	PSA	submissions	for	customers,	further	lowering	grading	costs.	For	example,	stores	may	allow	you	to	submit	directly	from	their	location,	providing	convenient	and	discounted	options	for	tourists.	These	factors	make	Japan	a	highly	cost-effective	choice	for	collectors	interested	in
grading	their	cards.Japanese	cards	are	also	often	found	in	excellent	condition.	This	is	because	of	the	country’s	meticulous	handling	culture.	which	enhances	their	value	and	increases	the	likelihood	of	receiving	higher	PSA	grades.	Buying	and	grading	cards	in	Japan	offers	the	dual	advantage	of	quality	and	affordability.One	of	the	thrills	of	buying
Pokémon	cards	in	Japan	is	access	to	exclusive	Japanese	card	variants.	Japanese	Pokémon	cards	frequently	feature	unique	artwork	and	limited-edition	releases.	Often	tied	to	events,	promotional	campaigns,	or	collaborations	in	Japan.Collectors	value	Japanese-exclusive	cards,	promo	cards	from	Pokémon	Centers,	and	region-specific	designs.	They	can
often	add	value	to	your	collection.	These	cards	often	feature	artwork	by	well-known	Japanese	artists	and	have	a	unique	style.	Making	them	a	special	find	only	available	in	Japan.Hunting	for	these	exclusive	items	is	a	memorable	experience	in	itself.	Finding	them	in	Japan	often	offers	better	prices	and	guarantees	authenticity.	Which	can	be	harder	to
confirm	when	purchasing	abroad.Japan	is	known	for	its	high	standards	of	product	quality	and	care,	and	Pokémon	cards	are	no	exception.	Collectors	visiting	Japan	will	notice	the	pristine	condition	of	cards	available	for	sale.	Whether	they	are	new	packs,	individual	cards,	or	rare	items.Japanese	sellers	take	great	care	in	preserving	and	displaying	cards,
often	using	protective	packaging.	As	a	result,	collectors	can	more	easily	find	well-preserved	cards	that	remain	undamaged.	Visitors	can	purchase	some	of	the	best-condition	cards	in	the	world,	when	in	Japan.Japan	is	home	to	an	impressive	variety	of	Pokémon	products,	and	that	extends	to	Pokémon	cards.With	many	Pokémon	Centers	and	card	shops
throughout	the	country,	you	can	easily	find	almost	any	Pokémon	card	you’re	looking	for.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	sealed	packs,	rare	holographic	cards,	or	complete	card	sets.	Japan	offers	a	wide	variety,	making	it	the	perfect	place	to	explore	and	find	new	cards.Additionally,	the	Japanese	market	often	releases	new	card	sets	and	expansions	sooner
than	other	regions.	Allowing	visitors	to	get	their	hands	on	the	latest	expansions	before	they’re	available	elsewhere.	This	early	access	can	be	thrilling	for	fans	who	want	to	stay	at	the	cutting	edge	of	Pokémon	card	collecting.	It	brings	a	sense	of	exclusivity	to	the	cards	you	acquire.Buying	Pokémon	cards	in	Japan	also	brings	a	sense	of	cultural	immersion
and	nostalgia	for	fans.	Visiting	the	Pokémon	Centers	in	cities	like	Tokyo,	Osaka,	and	Yokohama	is	an	experience	in	itself.	Each	location	featuring	unique	decorations,	exclusive	items,	and	interactive	displays	that	celebrate	Pokémon’s	history	and	evolution.	Purchasing	cards	from	these	locations	adds	sentimental	value	to	your	collection,	as	they	become
mementos	of	your	trip.The	chance	to	buy	cards	directly	from	Japan—where	Pokémon	first	began—is	a	way	to	connect	with	the	origins	of	the	franchise.	These	cards	serve	as	unique	reminders	of	your	journey	and	your	personal	connection,	making	them	much	more	than	collectibles.Japan	has	a	thriving	community	of	Pokémon	card	enthusiasts.	Many
card	shops	and	events	offer	chances	to	meet	other	fans	and	participate	in	trading.	Some	shops	have	designated	areas	where	you	can	trade	cards	with	other	collectors	or	join	games.This	allows	you	to	engage	with	local	fans	and	experience	the	vibrant	Pokémon	culture	in	Japan.	These	interactions	can	enhance	your	experience,	giving	you	a	sense	of
community	and	shared	enthusiasm.	You	might	even	uncover	valuable	cards	or	tips	from	fellow	collectors.Raichu	–	First	Edition,	No	Symbol,	Old	Back,	025	ErrorFirst	edition	and	limited	edition	cards	are	extremely	rare	because	of	their	limited	circulation.	Which	makes	them	highly	valuable	and	more	likely	to	increase	in	price	over	time.	You	can	identify
first	edition	or	limited	edition	cards	by	checking	the	lower	left	corner.One	example	of	an	error	card	with	increasing	value	is	the	Mighty	Charizard.	This	card	was	intended	to	read	“Flame	Pokémon,	1.7m,	90.5kg”.	But	they	mistakenly	printed	it	as	“Mighty	Pokémon,	1.5m,	70.5kg.”This	error	card	has	become	highly	valuable	as	it’s	an	original,	first
edition	Charizard.	A	popular	Pokémon	with	a	strong	collector	base.	First	editions,	often	known	as	“no	symbol”	versions,	had	no	rarity	marks.	Later	print	runs	added	rarity	marks	and	corrected	the	misprints,	making	the	original	error	versions	all	the	more	desirable.Collectors	place	significant	value	on	Pokémon	cards	that	feature	iconic	characters	or
trainers.	Some	examples	would	be	Pikachu,	Charizard,	Lillie,	and	Marnie.	In	particular,	collectors	frequently	trade	cards	with	beautiful	artwork	at	high	values.	Such	examples	would	be	Super	Rare	(SR)	and	Ultra	Rare	(UR)	editions.Lillie’s	Full	Force	SR	and	Marnie	SR	are	support	character	SR	cards	that	have	retained	high	trade	values	for	many	years.
These	fan-favorite	characters	enjoy	high	demand	among	collectors,	contributing	to	their	lasting	value.Promotional	cards	are	special	edition	cards	distributed	through	events	or	campaigns.	Their	limited	availability	makes	them	highly	sought	after.	These	promo	cards	are	not	only	popular	with	collectors	but	also	hold	high	appeal	among	players.One	such
example	is	the	Pikachu	Pure	Gold	Card.	Released	to	celebrate	Pokémon’s	20th	anniversary,	available	through	Pokémon	Center	Online.	This	commemorative	promo	card	has	reached	values	of	several	million	yen	(thousands	of	dollars)	on	the	resale	market.	Showcasing	just	how	valuable	promotional	cards	can	become.As	Pokémon	cards	celebrate	their
25th	anniversary,	many	examples	have	already	seen	significant	price	increases.	Here	are	three	particularly	notable	examples	of	price	surges	among	highly	valued	cards.This	rare	promo	Pokémon	card	was	distributed	at	the	official	event	“Extra	Battle	Day.”	In	the	past,	some	cards	have	been	traded	for	over	300,000	yen	(about	$3,000	USD).	Now	cards
in	excellent	condition	have	reached	approximately	3	million	yen	(around	$30,000	USD)	at	specialty	trading	card	shops.MarnieA	Super	Rare	(SR)	Pokémon	card	from	the	expansion	pack	“Shield,”	Marnie’s	cute	design	gained	attention.	Its	trading	price	has	steadily	risen	since	its	debut	in	December	2019.	Originally,	each	pack	cost	just	165	yen	(around
$1.50	USD,	with	random	card	inclusion).	However,	prices	for	the	card	on	online	shopping	sites	have	since	skyrocketed	to	over	50,000	yen	(approximately	$500	USD).LisiaIncluded	in	the	June	2018	expansion	pack	“Sky-Splitting	Charisma,”	Lisia’s	SR	card	was	popular	from	the	start.	With	cards	in	excellent	condition	trading	for	more	than	300,000	yen
(about	$3,000	USD).	Sealed	expansion	packs	containing	this	card	are	also	traded	at	high	prices.	The	card’s	value	increasing	nearly	tenfold	over	a	few	years.In	this	section,	we	will	present	several	strategies	for	investing	in	Pokémon	cards.Collect	current	information	on	Pokémon	card	investments	and	choose	cards	that	are	likely	to	grow	in	value	over
time.	The	following	types	of	Pokémon	cards	tend	to	gain	value	and	are	worth	keeping	an	eye	on:Cards	featuring	popular	charactersCards	with	limited	print	runsOriginal	Pokémon	cardsCards	illustrated	by	popular	artistsCards	with	powerful	effects	in	gameplayCards	with	high	rarity	tend	to	appreciate	in	value.	Staying	informed	on	current	Pokémon
card	trends	and	related	news	can	help	you	select	cards	that	are	promising	investments.Here	are	various	platforms	where	you	can	purchase	Pokémon	cards:Pokémon	CentersPokémon	Center	OnlineSpecialty	trading	card	shopsToy	storesConvenience	storesSecondhand	storesMajor	online	marketplacesFlea	marketsAuction	sites


